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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND 
COUNCILLORS. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Sec.  14,  Art.  18,  March,  1891,  I  beg  to  lay  before 
you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1895- 

Details  of  Borough. —The  Borough  of  Keighley,  situ¬ 
ated  in  the  valley  of  the  River  Aire,  about  a  mile  above  its 
confluence  with  the  River  Worth,  is  built  upon  what  geolo¬ 
gists  call  the  millstone  grits — a  very  hard  sandstone  found 
in  the  coal  measures.  The  Borough  is  intersected  by  the 
Worth  and  its  tributary  the  North  Beck,  and  is,  or  rather 
was,  a  circular  one  with  a  radius  of  one  mile.  This  circular 
outline,  however,  has  been  altered  during  the  past  year  by 
a  most  important  event  in  our  municipal  life,  namely,  the 
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extension  of  the  Borough.  Several  villages  and  hamlets 
have  been  incorporated,  such  as  Utleyq  Braithwaite,  Bracken 
Bank,  and  Moss  Carr,  formerly^  in  Oakworth  ;  Hermit  Hole, 
Spring  Bank,  Hainworth,  and  Woodhouse,  formerly  in 
Bingley^  Outer.  By  this  extension  the  acreage  is  increased 
from  i, 800  to  3,600  acres,  and  the  population  from  33,000 
to  38,000.  Besides  this  extension  of  the  Borough,  the 
boundaries  of  the  various  Wards  have  been  altered,  so  that 
for  some  time  we  shall  not  be  able  to  compare  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  new  Wards  with  those  of  the  old  Borough. 
Although  the  Provisional  Order  came  into  operation  in 
November,  I  have  compiled  the  vital  statistics  as  if  the 
change  in  Wards  did  not  come  into  force  until  the  31st 
December. 


GENERAL. 

Water  Supply. — The  Keighley  water  supply  is  derived 
partly  from  springs  and  partly  from  moorland  gathering 
ground,  and  is  distributed  by  four  separate  services  known 
as  Watersheddles,  Calversyke,  Park  Dane,  and  Green  House. 
Of  these  the  first  and  chief  supply  comes  from  the  gather¬ 
ing  grounds  on  the  Stanbury  and  Trawden  moors,  some 
seven  miles  west  of  Keighley,  and  is  filtered  through  Welsh 
coke,  sand,  limestone,  and  Polarite  at  Oldfield.  The  other 
supplies  obtained  from  springs  are  not  filtered  or  otherwise 
treated  before  delivery  to  customers. 

The  filter  beds  at  Oldfield  have  now  been  in  use  for  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  are  giving  every  satisfaction.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  year  I  examined  the  tap  water  daily 
for  many  weeks,  and  then  occasionally  for  months,  and 
invariably  found  it  give  a  slightly  alkaline  reaction.  This 
is  one  of  the  best  guarantees  that  the  water  will  not 
injuriously  act  on  lead.  East  year  I  pointed  out  that  the 
peaty  debris  carried  into  the  reservoir  by  the  storm  waters 
and  accumulating  there  was  a  continual  source  of  danger. 
Owing  to  bacterial  changes  peat  yields  an  organic  acid, 
and  it  is  this  acid  which  gives  our  moorland  water  its 
power  to  dissolve  lead.  Seeing  that  a  large  amount  of  peat 
is  collected  in  the  reservoir  this  acid  is  being  formed  there, 
and  consequently  requires  to  be  neutralized  at  the  filter 
beds  by  the  addition  of  lime  to  the  water. 

That  this  process  is  going  on  any  one  may  easily  prove 
by  taking  a  sample  of  peat  and  repeatedly7-  washing  it  in 
water  until  all  the  acid  is  washed  out  of  it.  If  the  peat  be 
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then  left  exposed  to  the  air  for  a  few  days  and  again  washed 
it  will  be  found  that  the  washings  are  again  acid.  The 
time  required  for  this  change  will  greatly  depend  on  the 
temperature — the  warmer  the  air  the  sooner  the  acid  will 
develop,  because  warmth  increases  the  bacterial  changes. 
If  the  sample  of  peat  be  sterilised  and  kept  sterile,  the 
development  of  acid  is  postponed  indefinitely.  Hence  it 
is  that  constant  additions  of  lime  to  the  water  are 
necessary  to  destroy  the  acid  which  is  constantly  being 
formed,  head  piping  is  most  liable  to  be  acted  upon  by 
the  water  which  washes  the  acid  out  of  the  peat  subsequent 
to  prolonged  warm  weather ;  while  on  the  other  hand, 
during  prolonged  frost,  as  in  last  winter,  moorland  water 
has  very  little  action  on  lead,  partly  because  the  organisms 
which  manufacture  the  acid  are  inactive,  and  partly  because 
the  acid  is  for  the  time  being  locked  up  in  the  peal. 

Nearly  all  parts  of  the  old  Borough  are  now  supplied 
from  the  Corporation  mains,  the  principal  exceptions  being 
Long  Lee  and  Thwaites  Brow.  Since  last  report  King 
Street,  Calversyke  Hill,  and  Thwaites  have  been  supplied 
with  town’s  water.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  families 
who  have  town’s  w7ater  in  their  houses  still  prefer  water 
from  springs  which,  formerly  of  undoubted  purity,  are  now 
liable  to  pollution.  “  Boiling-up  Well  ”  is  a  case  in  point. 
Years  ago  this  spring  was  noted  for  its  purity,  but  now  that 
the  Knowle  Park  district  has  been  built  upon,  possibilities 
of  pollution  are  not  far  to  seek.  In  Victoria  Street  also  the 
use  of  spring  water  has  resulted  in  numerous  .cases  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  which  might  very  easily  have  been  pre¬ 
vented,  seeing  that  town’s  water  is  laid  on  to  the  houses 
there. 

With  regard  to  the  extended  Borough  the  more  popu¬ 
lous  parts,  such  as  Utley,  Bracken  Bank,  Spring  Bank, 
and  New  Road  Side  are  supplied  by  the  Corporation, 
while  the  remaining  and  outlying  parts, — Braithwaite, 
Damems,  and  Moss  Carr, — are  dependent  on  spring  and 
surface  water.  In  many  instances  these  supplies  are  known 
to  be  contaminated  b}^  the  overflow  from  sumps  or  from 
farm-yard  manure.  Since  the  extension  of  the  Borough, 
time  has  not  permitted  a  complete  investigation  into  these 
insanitary  conditions,  but  sufficient  has  been  done  to  show 
the  necessity  for  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  as  well  as  for  carefulness  on  the  part  of  those 
who  have  to  use  a  water  supply  liable  to  intermittent 
pollution. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  —  In  last  year’s 
report  I  referred  to  the  distinct  advance  made  by  the 
Council  in  insisting  upon  all  new  houses  being  fitted  with 
means  for  the  water  carriage  of  sewage  in  place  of  the  old 
fashioned  and  insanitary  tub  system.  Not  only  is  this 
being  adhered  to,  but  the  vSanitar}^  Committee  are  taking 
every  opportunity  to  induce  property  owners  to  adopt  the 
same  improvement  wherever  any  alteration  has  to  be  made 
on  existing  premises. 

At  present  there  are  in  the  old  borough  over  4000 
excreta  tubs  in  use  for  the  collection  (or  storage)  of  what 
every  Sanitary  Authority  should  try  its  best  to  get  rid  of  as 
quickly  and  unobstrusively  as  possible.  I11  Keighle}"  we 
spend  £"800  annually  in  our  weekly  collection  and  removal 
of  night  soil,  and  were  this  annual  expenditure  used  in  the 
conversion  of  tubs  into  waste  water  closets  not  only  would 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  be  greatly  improved 
but  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  there  would  be  a 
saving  of  several  hundred  pounds  a  }Tear. 

At  Marley  the  Sewage  Farm  is  receiving  the  sewage  of 
more  than  half  the  town,  and  the  large  intercepting  sewer 
along  the  bed  of  the  River  Worth  from  Pitt  Street  to  Ingrow 
is  being  commenced.  In  Parkwood  Bottom  a  sewer  230 
yards  long  has  been  laid.  The  sewering  of  Calversyke 
Hill  is  being  proceeded  with,  and  before  long  plans  will 
be  prepared  for  the  sewering  of  New  Road  Side,  Hain worth, 
and  Thwaites  Brow. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  several  new  streets  have 
been  paved  in  Knowle  Park,  Beechcliffe,  and  Thwaites,  the 
total  length  of  street  paved  being  1240  lineal  yards. 

Hospital  Provision. — The  erection  of  the  Joint  Fever 
Hospital  at  Morton  Banks  is  nearing  completion.  The 
mason  work  of  the  administration  block,  two  pavilions, 
laundry  and  porter’s  lodge  is  finished,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months  we  shall  have  ready  for  use  an  establishment 
for  the  treatment  of  infectious  diseases  second  to  none. 


The  Joint  Board  has  been  augmented  by  the  addition 
of  Haworth,  and  as  Oxenhope  is  simply  waiting  for  a 
Provisional  Order  to  join  the  Board  the  only  outstanding 
part  of  the  Union  is  Oakworth. 
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Slaughter  Houses  and  Meat  Inspection.  —  The 

department  of  Meat  Inspection  is  now  receiving  more 
attention  than  formerly,  and  several  carcases  of  animals 
unfit  for  human  food  have  been  seized  and  destroyed.  The 
seizure  of  one  carcase  affected  with  generalised  Tubercu¬ 
losis  met  with  considerable  opposition  among  the  Butchers’ 
Association,  and  the  Jury  of  Butchers,  originally  formed  to 
render  assistance  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  disputed 
cases,  had  to  be  abolished  owing  to  the  Jury  having  given 
their  decision  without  first  having  carefully  examined  the 
condemned  carcase,  or  even  having  fully  understood  the 
reason  for  which  the  carcase  was  condemned.  Since  then 
intimation  has  been  sent  to  all  butchers  in  the  borough 
that  any  carcase  exposed  for  sale  as  human  food  affected 
with  generalised  Tuberculosis  would  be  seized  and  that  any 
carcase  or  piece  of  meat  exposed  for  sale  with  Tuberculous 
deposits  upon  it  (i.e.,  not  carefully  dressed)  would  likewise 
be  seized  and  destroyed. 

The  fact  that  such  precautions  are  required  to  ensure 
a  healthy  meat  supply  emphasises  the  necessity  of  proper, 
systematic  inspection  of  all  animals  killed  within  the 
borough,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  the  erection  of 
public  slaughter  houses. 

Owing  to  grossly  insanitary  conditions  two  slaughter 
houses  were  recommended  to  be  closed  and  with  regard  to 
the  others  all  that  can  be  said  is  that  they  are  kept  in 
perhaps  as  good  condition  as  is  possible  seeing  that  not 
half  of  them  were  originally  built  for  the  purpose  to  which 
they  are  now  put. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — These  necessary  evils  are 
inspected  with  regular  irregularity  and  are  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  condition  with  perhaps  one  exception — an 
exception  which  cannot  long  be  tolerated  in  its  present 
condition.  These  registered  houses  afford  accommodation 
for  nearly  600  lodgers,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  is 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  borough  to  perpetuate  this 
extensive  system  of  Common  Bodging  Houses. 

Houses  unfit  for  Human  Habitation. — Of  late  several 
inspections  have  been  made  of  Westgate,  both  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee  and  by  the  Sanitary  staff.  Two  cellar 
dwellings  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
but  the  number  of  damp,  delapidated  houses  with  neither 
proper  water  supply  nor  drainage  calls  for  urgent  measures 
either  to  have  the  defects  remedied  or  to  have  the  houses 
condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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Births  . — During  the  year  there  were  registered  899 
births  ;  of  these  453  were  Males  and  446  Females.  Only 
once  during  the  past  six  years  has  the  number  of  births 
been  so  low.  The  illegitimate  number  34  compared  with 
40  last  year  and  45  in  1893.  The  Birth  rate  equals  27 
compared  with  26*3  last  year  and  28.7  in  1893  and  28*4  in 
1892.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population  by  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  is  285.  In  1894  it  was  262,  in  1893 
292,  and  in  1892  320.  The  birth  rate  in  England  and 
Wales  for  1894  was  29*6  and  in  1893  it  wras  30*8.  In  the  33 
large  English  towns  the  birth  rate  for  1894  was  30*7,  and 
for  1895  30-3. 

Deaths.— The  deaths  registered  during  the  year  were 
639  ;  of  these  322  were  males  and  317  females.  From  the 
total  deaths  wre  may  deduct  25  deaths  occurring  in  the 
Hospital  and  Infirmary  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
borough.  This  leaves  614,  which  on  an  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  of  33,202  gives  a  corrected  death  rate  of  18*4* 
Excepting  last  year  when  the  death  rate  was  18'othis  is  the 
lowest  death  rate  registered  in  the  borough  for  the  past  ten 
years..  In  England  and  Wales  for  1894  the  death  rate  was 
1 6*6,  the  lowrest  ever  recorded,  while  for  the  year  just 
ended  it  is  187. 

Between  the  date  of  the  extension  of  the  borough  and 
the  31st  December  there  were  registered  in  the  Oakworth 
portion  3  births  and  six  deaths,  and  in  the  Bingley  Outer 
district  9  births  and  10  deaths. 

Zymotic  Deaths. — The  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases 
Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Fever  and  Diarrhoea,  are  registered  as  the  cause  of 
39  deaths.  East  year  there  were  59  such  deaths,  compared 
with  72  in  1893  and  55  in  1892.  This  gives  a  Zymotic 
death  rate  of  only7-  1*17,  the  lowest  of  which  I  can  find  any 
record  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The  previous  year  it 
was  1 '8  and  2’2  in  1893.  With  the  exception  of  Diarrhoea, 
which  was  accountable  for  19  deaths,  the  infectious  diseases 
prevailing  during  the  year  were  remarkably  mild. 
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Table. — Showing  Births,  Deaths,  General  Death  rate, 
and  Zymotic  Death  rate  for  the  past  twelve  years. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Zymotic 
Death  rates. 

Death 

rates. 

Infant 

mortality 

1884 

26.935 

865 

586 

2*0 

21*7 

190 

1885 

27.477 

781 

560 

1*9 

20*3 

177 

1886 

28,030 

878 

567 

1*4 

20*2 

132 

1887 

28,594 

9H 

666 

3*4 

23*3 

*74 

1888 

29,l68 

849 

637 

4*o 

21*8 

146 

1889 

29>756 

878 

602 

i*9 

20*2 

163 

1890 

30,354 

989 

707 

2*9 

23*3 

158 

1891 

30,965 

970 

664 

2*1 

21*4 

165 

1892 

31*530 

907 

601 

1*7 

19*0 

158 

1893 

32,070 

922 

6l6 

2*2 

19*2 

158 

1894 

3  2,75o 

862 

600 

i*8 

18*0 

190 

1895 

33,202 

899 

639 

1*1 

18*4 

177 

Age  Mortality. — During  the  past  twelve  months  160 
infants  died  under  i  year  of  age.  In  the  previous  year 
there  were  164  and  in  1893  146.  Comparing  next  the 
number  of  deaths  at  ages  between  1  and  5  we  find  75  last 
year,  101  in  1894,  and  84  in  1893.  Between  5  and  25  there 
were  last  3^ear  52  deaths,  in  1894  62,  and  in  1893  82.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  during  the  first  three  decades  the 
expectation  of  life  has  steadily  been  increasing,  but  a 
comparison  of  the  deaths  at  ages  between  25  and  60  shows 
the  improvement  has  ceased.  Thus  in  1895  there  were  195 
deaths,  in  1894  133,  and  in  1893  179.  On  the  other  hand 
we  find  that  a  larger  number  of  people  have  reached  60 
years  and  upwards — in  1895  157,  in  1894  146,  and  in  1893 
139- 


Mortality  in  Wards. — In  my  report  for  1893  I  gave  a 
full  analysis  of  the  death  rates  in  the  different  wards  for 
the  previous  ten  years.  The  average  for  that  period  is  as 
follows  : — 

North-West.  Central.  South.  West.  Bast.  North-Bast. 

13*89  16*82  20*38  20*88  21*34  21*45 

The  death  rates  in  the  Wards  for  the  past  two  years  are  : 

North-West.  Central.  South.  West.  Bast.  North-Bast. 

1894.  15*6  15*9  17*2  18*0  19*2  14*2 

1895.  14*2  14*7  18*5  18*7  18*2  17*4 

The  average  Death  rate  for  the  past  12  years  therefore  is  : 

North-West.  Central.  South.  West.  Bast.  North-Bast. 

14-5  15-8  iS'6  19-1  19-5  17-6 
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Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
North-East  Ward  the  several  Wards  have  maintained 
during  the  past  two  years  the  respective  positions  they  held 
during  the  previous  ten  years.  The  North-East  Ward, 
however,  instead  of  having  the  highest  death  rate  now 
takes  the  third  place,  and  this  unenviable  position  is  taken 
up  by  the  East  Ward. 

Infant  Mortality. — The  mortality  among  children 
under  one  year  reached  the  high  figure  of  177.  By  infant 
mortality  is  meant  the  deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births 
registered  during  the  year.  This  may  be  better  understood 
if  it  were  stated  that  out  of  899  infants  born  last  year  160 
died  before  they  were  12  months  old.  In  1894  the  infant 
mortality  was  190,  and  in  1893  it  was  158. 


Table. — Showing  Population,  Births,  Deaths,  &c.,  in 
the  several  Wards. 


Deaths. 

Wards. 

Estimated 

Bii'ths. 

Birth 

f 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

> 

4tll 

Death 

Population. 

rate. 

qr. 

qr. 

qr. 

qr. 

rate. 

Central 

413O 

88 

21-3 

12 

18 

l6 

15 

147 

East 

5380 

159 

29'5 

34 

19 

18 

27 

18*2 

North-East 

5320 

153 

297 

26 

25 

19 

23 

17-4 

North-West 

5835 

123 

2 1  '0 

28 

17 

21 

I4'2 

West 

5822 

185 

3i7 

40 

24 

25 

20 

187 

South 

6485 

186 

28‘6 

42 

26 

29 

23 

i8'5 

Workhouse 

200 

22 

24 

6 

I  I 

Hospital 

30 

3 

4 

2 

3 

Uncertified  Deaths. — The  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  registered  without  a  medical  certificate  which  was 
apparent  in  1894  has  continued  during  the  past  year. 


43  deaths  were  uncertified  in  1890  ;  a  percentage  of  6'o 


53  >>  >  > 

1891 

9 * 

T9 

5i 

1892 

9  1 

8*6 

, ,  , , 

1893 

9  9 

9*8 

45  »  » 

1894 

9  9 

7*4 

34 

1895 

9  9 

5*3 

Inquests. — Only  9  inquests  were 
compared  with  18  in  1894  and  12  in  1893. 

held  last 

3rear 

SPECIAL  DISEASES. 

Measles. — The  borough  has  been  comparatively  free 
from  this  complaint  during  the  past  year.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  previous  year  there  was  a  serious  epidemic  in 
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the  East  and  South  Wards,  which  continued  into  the 
earlier  part  of  1895.  This  accounted  for  the  five  deaths 
which  occurred,  two  being  in  the  East  Ward  and  three  in 
the  South.  During  the  previous  year  there  were  28  deaths, 
and  in  1893  there  were  13. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  54  cases  reported — the 
least  number  since  the  Notification  Act  was  adopted.  The 
deaths  number  tnree,  all  under  five  years  of  age.  During 
the  previous  year  there  were  57  cases,  likewise  with  three 
deaths.  The  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  the  West  Ward 
(12  cases),  East  Ward  (15  cases),  and  Central  Ward  (18 
cases).  The  South  Ward  enjoyed  complete  immunity — 
not  a  single  case  having  been  reported  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria. — The  continued  decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  is  very  satisfactory  :  16  cases  having 
occurred,  with  4  deaths,  compared  with  19  cases  in  1894, 
and  over  30  cases  in  each  of  the  three  preceding  years. 
The  cases  were  distributed  over  the  town  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  Central  Ward,  in  which  no  cases  were  reported. 
In  the  previous  paragraph  it  will  be  noticed,  in  contrast, 
that  the  Central  Ward  was  the  principal  focus  of  Scarlet 
Fever.  Diphtheria  is  generally  looked  upon  as  a  disease 
closely  associated  with  school  life,  but  this  means  of  pro¬ 
pagation  does  not  specially  apply  to  the  cases  reported  last 
year.  Of  these  16  cases  notified,  6  cases  occurred  among 
children  attending  school,  but  in  every  case  the  school  was 
different.  With  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
infected  houses,  it  may  be  noted  that  in  half  the  number 
no  sanitary  defects  were  found.  With  regard  to  the  others, 
either  there  was  direct  communication  with  the  sewers,  or, 
as  happened  in  two  cases,  there  was  no  drainage  at  all. 

Membranous  Croup. — Only  two  cases  reported,  with 
one  death — a  favourable  record,  compared  with  9  cases,  all 
fatal,  in  1894  ;  and  10  cases  and  5  deaths  in  1893. 

Whooping  Cough.- — The  epidemic  which  prevailed  in 
the  East,  North-East  and  South  Wards  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1894,  did  not  die  out  until  February,  1895.  Four 
deaths  were  recorded. 

Diarrhoea. — This  complaint  seems  to  have  been  very 
generally  prevalent.  In  all  19  deaths  were  registered,  14 
being  under  five  years  of  age.  As  usual,  most  cases 
occurred  in  autumn,  10  deaths  being  registered  during 
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August  and  September.  So  far  as  can  be  judged  from 
mortality  returns,  the  East  Ward  suffered  most,  then  the 
West  and  North-East  Wards. 

Typhoid  Fever. — There  were  46  cases  reported,  with  4 
deaths,  compared  with  32  cases  and  5  deaths  in  1894,  33 
cases  and  12  deaths  in  1893,  and  80  cases  with  12  deaths  in 
1892.  The  disease  was  more  or  less  prevalent  in  every 
division  of  the  town,  though  most  cases  were  found  in  the 
East  and  South  Wards.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  trace  the  source  of  infection,  in  others 
it  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  use  of  a  contaminated  water 
supply. 

In  Victoria  Street,  for  instance,  Typhoid  Fever  has 
been  endemic  for  years,  and  not  until  this  year  was  an 
explanation  of  the  probable  cause  discovered.  This  row 
of  houses  has  a  double  water  supply — the  Corporation 
supply  and  a  private  supply  in  connection  with  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  mill.  This  latter  supply  is  conveyed  in  pipes  across 
the  Worth  valley  from  the  open  ditch  which  comes  down 
from  Glen  Eee.  Near  its  source  is  a  sump  and  a  privy 
midden,  the  overflow  from  which  makes  its  way  into  the 
stream  only  a  few  yards  distant.  Not  long  previous  to  the 
last  outbreak  in  Victoria  Street,  the  excreta  from  a  patient 
subsequently  found  to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever 
was  thrown  into  this  midden ;  and  without  mentioning 
other  sources  of  pollution  to  which  this  stream  is  liable, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  how  the  disease  was  propa¬ 
gated. 

Immediately  on  this  being  discovered,  the  property 
owners  cut  off  the  supply  to  the  houses,  and  did  all  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  water  being  used  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses.  The  lesson  to  be  impressed  is  that,  although  a 
spring  may  once  have  been  beyond  suspicion,  its  surround¬ 
ings  may  so  have  altered  as  to  allow  its  pollution  without 
any  very  noticeable  cause. 

With  regard  to  the  “  Boiling-up  Well,”  the  same  remark 
holds  good.  Numbers  of  people  use  that  well  in  preference 
to  town’s  water,  and  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  several 
cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  the  South  Ward  are  due  to  the 
use  of  this  spring  water.  What  was  once  the  upper  well 
is  now  covered  up  by  a  door-step  in  Ward  Street,  and  a 
street  gully  is  situated  within  a  few  feet  of  the  old  drain, 
which  runs  to  what  is  now  looked  upon  as  the  upper  well. 
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The  surroundings  of  the  original  “Boiling-up  Well”  are  now 
so  altered  that  many  don’t  know  of  its  existence,  and 
flatter  themselves  that  what  is  now  the  upper  source  of 
supply  is  as  pure  and  wholesome  as  the  famous  Boiling-up 
well  used  to  be. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  all  the  Typhoid 
eases  can  be  traced  directly  to  such  polluted  water  sup¬ 
plies.  In  other  towns  where  Typhoid  Fever  is  unusually 
prevalent,  and  where  the  water  or  milk  cannot  be  charged 
with  the  spread  of  the  disease,  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  connection  between  Typhoid  areas  and  the  objec¬ 
tionable  excreta  tubs.  Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  the 
storage  of  nightsoil  at  the  house  doors  should  be  the  cause 
of  much  sickness.  Apart  from  polluting  the  atmosphere 
by  the  disagreeable  emanations,  the  leakage  from  tubs  and 
privy  middens  percolates  through  the  soil  round  the  dwell¬ 
ings,  and  not  only  insidiously  contaminates  houses  which 
would  otherwise  be  in  a  thoroughly  sanitary  condition,  but 
by  insuction  may  pollute  a  drinking  supply  from  a  source 
beyond  suspicion. 

In  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  infected  houses  no  sanitary 
defects  were  found,  so  far  as  trapped  and  disconnected 
drains  were  concerned,  but  in  40  out  of  46  cases  there  were 
either  excreta  tubs  or  privy  middens  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  doors. 

Respiratory  Diseases  and  Phthisis. — Bronchitis,  Pneu¬ 
monia  and  Pleurisy  were  registered  as  the  cause  of  179 
deaths.  Of  these  74  were  in  children  under  5  years  of  age. 
Phthisis  or  Consumption  was  stated  as  the  cause  of  44 
deaths,  compared  with  48  last  year.  The  Phthisis  death 
rate  is  1*3.  Respiratory  death  rate,  5*3.  The  disinfection 
of  rooms  occupied  by  consumptive  patients  is  now  recom¬ 
mended,  in  order  to  destroy  the  germs  which  give  rise  to 
the  disease.  Where  there  is  plenty  of  fresh  air  and  light, 
efficient  drainage,  and  general  cleanliness,  these  germs  find 
no  suitable  lodgment ;  but  where  houses  are  overcrowded, 
badly  ventilated,  and  badly  drained,  the  seeds  of  disease 
find  the  conditions  most  favourable  for  their  growth  and 
activity.  There  is  extremely  little  risk  of  infection  from 
inhaling  the  breath  of  consumptive  persons,  but  when  the 
phlegm  or  sputum  which  is  coughed  up  becomes  dry  and 
powdery,  it  may  be  carried  about  by  the  wind,  and  thus 
convey  infection  to  those  whose  health  is  reduced  by  living 
amid  insanitary  surroundings. 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of 
cases  reported  was  exactly  the  same  as  reported  during  the 
previous  year,  but  considerably  less  than  in  any  former 
year  since  the  Notification  Act  came  into  operation.  Com¬ 
pared  with  last  year,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Membran¬ 
ous  Croup,  and  Puerperal  Fever  have  all  decreased,  but 
with  regard  to  Typhoid  Fever  there  has  been  a  correspond¬ 
ing  increase. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas  reported  is  much 
the  same  as  during  the  past  six  years.  It  is  a  remarkable 
though  inexplicable  fact  that  more  eases  of  Erysipelas  are 
notified  in  Keighley  than  in  any  non -county  Borough  in 
the  Riding. 


Infected  houses  are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after 
notification  is  received  (except  occasionally  in  cases  of 
Erysipelas).  Advice  regarding  isolation  and  the  use  of 
disinfectants  is  given,  and  defects  in  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  houses  are  remedied.  The  distribution  of  infectious 
cases  in  the  different  wards  was  as  follows  : — 


North-East  Ward 
North-West  ,, 
Central  „ 

West  ,, 

South  ,, 

East  ,, 


20  cases. 


24  ,, 

28  „ 

33  >» 

4°  » 


Total  167  cases. 


For  further  particulars  see  Table  B. 

Recommendations. — Before  closing  my  Report,  I  would 
beg  you  seriously  to  face  the  question  of  siistituting  water- 
carriage  of  excreta  for  the  present  system  of  pail  and  privy 
middens.  If  Keighley,  with  all  its  educational  advantages, 
is  to  keep  pace  with  other  boroughs  in  the  honest  endeavour 
to  secure  for  its  ratepayers  the  necessities  of  health  in  the 
form  of  healthy  homes,  then  the  4,000  excreta  tubs  which 
pollute  and  poison  our  existence  must  be  abolished. 


WIEEIAM  scatterty,  m.o.h. 


A  RETURN  of  the  Total  Number  of  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS  Registered  in  the  Several  Wards  and  Public  Institutions 

during  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1895. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
Distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 


Total  Births  ..  {  nigSe  j  Total  899 
Infant  Mortality  . .  177. 


Total  deaths  (excluding  Non-Residents)  614.  Rate  per  1,000  per  annum,  18-4. 
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Uncertified  Deaths. 


. 


. 


BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY 


Table  R- 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Number  of  Cases  reported,  number  of  Houses  in  which  they  occurred,  and  number  of  Deaths,  distinguishing  Diseases  and  Wards, 

for  Year  ending  31st  December,  1895. 
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CASES  REPORTED,  WITH  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS,  DISTINGUISHING  SEX  AND  AGE,  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1895. 
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BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

For  the  Year  Ending  the  yist  Day  of 
December ,  1S95. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 

GKNTIvEMKN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual 
Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Work  of  the  Borough  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1895. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  AND 

PREVENTIONS  ACTS. 

The  following  list  will  show  the  number  of  cases 
reported  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act  during  the  past  year,  and  as  in  previous 
reports,  I  also  give  for  comparison,  the  number  of  cases 
reported  during  each  year  since  the  Notification  Act  came 
into  operation  : — 


Name  oe  Disease. 

Number  of  Cases  Eacpi  Year. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

1893- 

1894. 

1895- 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

427 

93 

131 

68 

57 

54 

Typhoid  Fever . 

72 

38 

80 

33 

32 

46 

Diphtheria . 

62 

36 

3i 

34 

19 

16 

Erysipelas . 

45 

45 

38 

43 

44 

45 

Membranous  Croup .  . 

1 

1 

7 

10 

7 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  .... 

4 

2 

6 

8 

6 

4 

Continued  Fever  .... 

1 

O 

— 

1 

— 

Sin  all  Poy  ......... 

8 

72 

2 

1 

_ 

Cholera  . 

Totals . 

611 

215 

304 

270 

167 

167 
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The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  in 
which  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  during  the 
past  year  : — 


Name  of  Disease. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Houses. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

54 

37 

Typhoid  Fever . 

46 

38 

Diphtheria . 

16 

14 

Erysipelas . 

45 

4i 

Membranous  Croup .  . 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  .... 

4 

4 

Continued  Fever  .... 

— 

Smfl  11  Poy . 

Totals . . 

167 

136 

Information  as  to  the  distribution  of  these  diseases  in 
the  several  Wards  will  be  found  in  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  report,  which  will  also  give  the  number  of  deaths 
from  these  diseases. 

Of  the  54  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported,  15  were 
traceable  to  cases  in  the  same  house,  and  19  more  were 
probably  contracted  from  cases  in  the  immediate  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  Defective  drainage  was  discovered  in  16  out  of 
the  37  houses  in  which  Scarlet  Fever  occurred. 

Of  the  46  Typhoid  Fever  cases,  3  were  Non-borough 
cases  reported  from  the  Union  Infirmary ;  8  were  un¬ 

doubtedly  traceable  to  a  polluted  water  supply,  and  one 
other  probably  to  a  similar  source,  whilst  defective  and 
untrapped  drains  were  discovered  in  houses  in  which  12 
other  cases  occurred. 

In  6  houses  out  of  14  in  which  Diphtheria  occurred  de¬ 
fective  drainage  was  discovered. 

With  respect  to  the  8  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  traceable 
to  polluted  water,  I  reported  to  you  at  length  at  the  time  of 
the  outbreak  (June  last).  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
houses  and  works  in  question  had  the  Town’s  water  laid  on 
in  addition  to  the  polluted  supply.  I,  by  your  instructions, 
forwarded  a  cop}^  of  the  said  Report  to  the  owners  of  the 
houses  and  works  in  question  along  with  a  request  that 


the  said  polluted  supply  be,  to  the  houses  discontinued, 
and  at  the  works,  rendered  inaccessible  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses  ;  and  this,  I  am  pleased  to  state,  had  the  desired 
effect. 

All  houses  in  which  Infectious  diseases  occur  are  of 
course  visited  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  and 
notices  are  served  requiring  the  abatement  of  any  nuisances 
arising  from  defective  drainage  or  other  matters  that  may 
be  discovered  ;  disinfectants  are  also  freely  supplied,  and 
when  the  patient  is  convalescent  or  death  unfortunately 
takes  place,  the  infected  rooms  are  effectually  stoved, 
disinfected,  and  cleansed. 

The  Clerk  to  the  School  Board  is  notified  of  all  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  such  notices  stating  the  name  and  address 
of  the  patient,  and  the  school  or  schools  attended  by  any 
other  children  in  the  same  house. 

80  gallons  of  Disinfecting  Fluid — equal,  when  properly 
mixed  with  water,  to  at  least  1,600  gallons  of  strong  disin¬ 
fectant, — 1|-  tons  of  Disinfecting  Powder,  and  196  lbs.  of 
Roll  Sulphur,  the  latter  melted  and  mixed  with  shavings 
and  made  into  2  lb.  cakes  for  fumigation  purposes,  were 
used  during  the  year.  Disinfectants  are  freely  supplied  to 
all  who  apply  for  same  at  my  office,  and  we  had  308  such 
applications  during  the  year. 

NUISANCES. 

The  work  accomplished  under  this  heading  may  be 
summarised  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Nuisances  left  on  books  unabated,  December,  1894  98 

,,  reported  during  1895  . .  .  .  .  .  751 


Total  .  .  849 

Notices  served  for  abatement  of  Nuisances  .  .  212 

Number  of  houses  represented  by  the  above  notices  299 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  under  Eegal  Notice 
(including  matters  brought  forward  from  last  year)  326 
Number  of  Nuisances  abated  without  Legal  Notice  398 

Total  number  abated  724 
Left  on  books  unabated,  31st  December,  1895  .  .  125 


849 


Total  .  . 


i8 


The  following  list  will  shew  the  nature  of  the  nuisances 
which  have  been  dealt  with  as  above  : — 


Defective  and  untrapped  waste  pipe,  soil  pipe  j 
yard,  stable,  and  cellar  drains,  etc.  .  .  j 
Blocked  or  untrapped  street  gratings 
Houses  without  slopstones  or  drainage  . . 
Houses  supplied  with  Town’s  water,  under  \ 
notice  pursuant  to  Section  62,  Public  Health  ( 
Act,  1875  (Colne  and  Bengal  Streets,  and  j 
houses  at  Thwaites)  .  .  .  .  . .  j 

Houses  with  insufficient  privy  accommoda-  , 
tion,  or  with  foul  midden  privies  (altered  to 
Water-closets  and  dry  Ashplaces)  .  .  ; 

Dilapidated  privies  and  ashplaces  repaired 
Filthy  privies  (noticed  to  cleanse  by  tenants)  . 
Filthy  houses  to  cleanse 
Cellar  dwellings  closed 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Nuisance  from  keeping  of  swine  in  close  1 
proximity  to  dwelling-houses 
Miscellaneous  matters 


312 

129 

6 


70 


83 

40 

29 

3 

2 

30 
2 

18 


Total  number  abated  724 


Deft  on  books  at  end  of  year  (in  hand)  : — 


Midden  privies  to  alter  to  Water-closets 
To  provide  additional  privy  accomodation 
To  remedy  defective  or  untrapped  drains 
To  provide  slopstones  and  drains 
Houses  without  proper  water  supply  (30  at 
Calversyke  Hill  and  1  at  Thwaites 
Miscellaneous  matters 


20 

12 

46 

10 

3i 

6 


125 


Total  number  on  books  for  the  year  849 


The  number  of  nuisances  abated  in  the  previous  }Tear 
(1894)  was  691. 

With  respect  to  the  30  houses  at  Calversyke  Hill  which 
are  under  notice  to  obtain  a  proper  supply  of  water,  you 
will  remember  that  Notices  were  served  at  the  end  of  1894, 
but  the  matter  is,  by  your  instructions,  allowed  to  stand 
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over  until  the  said  property  has  been  properly  sewered  and 
drained.  This  work  is  now  almost  completed,  so  that 
there  will  .shortly  be  no  excuse  or  necessity  to  further 
delay  the  provision  of  a  proper  suppfy  of  water. 

The  remainder  of  the  nuisances  unabated  at  the  end 
of  the  year  are  almost  ail  matters  which  arose  during 
December,  and  will  be  brought  forward  in  my  next  report. 

286  complaints  of  nuisances  were  made  at  my  office 
during  the  year,  all  of  which  received  attention. 

Works  for  the  abatement  of  242  of  the  724  nuisances 
abated  during  the  year  were  executed  by  my  staff  of  work¬ 
men,  or  by  Contracts  under  me,  the  cost  of  this  work 
amounting  to  ^447  3s.  2d.,  which  includes  the  usual  Five 
per  cent,  charged  for  Superintendence,  and  is  recoverable 
from  the  persons  by  whose  request  such  works  were 
executed. 

You  will  remember  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
you  gave  instructions  that  a  house  to  house  inspection  be 
made  of  the  drainage  of  all  houses  in  any  street  or  block  of 
houses  in  which  a  case  of  Infectious  Disease  occurs,  and 
also  of  all  houses  in  any  street  intended  to  be  newly  paved 
or  re-paved,  with  a  view  to  all  defective  or  untrapped  drains 
being  put  in  good  order.  This  course,  aiming  as  it  does  at 
the  prevention  of  disease  rather  than  at  the  removal  of 
insanitary  conditions  after  the  harm  is  done,  is  undoubtedly 
a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  one  upon  which  you  are 
to  be  congratulated,  but  at  the  same  time  it  has,  as  you  will 
acknowledge,  in  conjunction  with  the  recent  extension  of 
the  Borough  Boundary,  thrown  an  enormous  amount  of 
additional  work  upon  me  and  my  very  limited  staff. 


MIDDEN  PRIVIES,  ETC. 

31  Midden  privies,  supplying  accommodation  to  71 
houses,  have  been  converted  into  Waste  water  and  Eatrine 
Closets  during  the  year,  and  several  pail  closets  have  been 
altered  to  the  Waste  water  system.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  remained  some  50  Midden  ashpits  and  privies  within 
the  town  which  admit  of  alteration  to  Water  closets  and 
Dry  Ashplaces,  which  work  is  to  be  proceeded  with  as 
quickly  as  possible  ;  but  on  the  outskirts  of  the  old  Borough, 
at  Eong  Eee,  Thwaites  Brow,  Exley  Head,  and  places 
adjoining  the  North  Beck  and  the  River  Worth,  where  no 
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proper  sewers  are  available,  there  are  some  30  or  40  more 
that  should  either  remain  as  they  are,  or  be  altered  to  the 
pail  system  until  proper  sewers  are  provided,  whilst  in  the 
newly  added  district  at  New  Road  Side,  Ebenezer  Square, 
Wesley  Place  and  Damems,  large  leaking  and  filthy 
uncovered  Midden  pits  are  the  rule  and  pail  closets  the 
exception. 

With  respect  to  this  portion  of  your  newly-acquired 
territory,  both  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I  have 
reported  to  you  upon  a  previous  occasion,  when  you 
instructed  me  to  request  the  Highways  and  Improvements 
Committee  to  take  in  hand  as  early  as  possible  the  proper 
sewering  of  the  said  district.  When  this  is  done,  as  I  hope 
it  shortly  will  be,  it  will  be  possible  to  convert  the  before 
mentioned  filthy  conveniences  into  Water  closets  and  Dry 
Ash  tub  places,  and  also  enable  you  to  require  the  property 
owners  to  provide  (in  place  of  existing  untrapped  stone 
drains)  properly  constructed  and  trapped  sanitary  pipe 
house  drains,  which  are  at  present  remarkably  conspicuous 
by^  their  absence. 

This  district  is  in  a  most  insanitary-  condition,  as 
regards  the  above  matters,  and  although  it  only-  came  under 
your  jurisdiction  on  the  9th  day-  of  November  last,  I  hope 
it  will  be  possible  to  report  an  improvement  by-  the  end  of 
the  present  year. 


SMOKE  NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  I  made  10  reports  to  y-ou  of  observations 
taken  with  regard  to  chimneys  in  connection  with  Works 
in  the  Borough.  These  reports  embraced  observations  of 
58  chimneys  each. 

By  your  instructions  Notice  was  served  upon  one  firm, 
and  letters  of  caution  were  addressed  to  11  others  which 
brought  in  return  explanations,  apologies,  and  promises  to 
exercise  greater  care,  and  these  being  invariably-  fulfilled, 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 
Wherever  we  have  noticed  the  emission  of  dense  smoke 
caused  by-  carelessness  in  firing,  either  my  assistant  (Mr. 
Mitchell)  or  I  have  called  and  mentioned  the  matter  to 
either  the  fireman,  the  owner  of  the  works,  or  both. 
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REFUSE  CORRECTION. 

The  quantity  of  refuse  collected  was  as  follows  : — 

Dry  Ashes  from  tubs  .  .  .  .  7258  loads. 

Excreta  from  pails  and  mill  tanks  2700  ,, 

Midden  .stuff  .  .  .  .  .  .  695  ,, 


10,653  loads. 


Rast  3rear’s  total  was  9,743  loads.  The  sale  of  excreta 
realised  £ 9  2s.  od.  only,  as  against  £32  12s.  od.  in  1894. 

We  had  at  the  end  of  the  year  4,075  privies  upon  the 
pail  system  within  the  old  Borough  boundary,  all  of  which 
are  emptied  weekly,  as  are  also  the  pail  closets  in  the 
newly  annexed  districts,  the  number  of  which  I  have  as 
yet  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain.  The  scavenging 
of  Utle}^  is  continued  by  3^011  under  a  contract  made  by  the 
Oakworth  Urban  District  Council,  which  will  expire  on  the 
first  day  of  May  next.  This  contract  is  carried  out  in  a 
satisfactor3r  manner,  and  I  would  advise  that  the  work  be 
again  let  by  contract.  The  scavenging  of  the  other  newly 
added  districts  is  executed  by  3X>ur  own  staff  of  men. 

We  estimate  that  every  privy  in  the  Borough  upon  the 
pail  system  costs  us  in  scavenging,  etc.,  about  2s.  ixd.  per 
annum,  or  that  every  load  of  such  pail  contents  collected 
and  disposed  of  costs,  on  an  average,  4s.  7fd.  Midden 
stuff  costs  in  collection  and  cartage  about  3s.  3^-6.  per  load, 
and  dry  ashes  from  tubs  about  3s.  2d.  per  load.  The 
removal  of  foecal  matter  only,  exclusive  of  ashes  and  other 
refuse,  cost  during  the  past  3rear  about  £660  (pails,  middens 
and  mill  closets  included). 

As  you  are  considering  the  advisabilit3^  of  adopting 
water-carriage,  I  give  these  particulars  as  a  guide  to  the 
probable  saving  that  would  thereb3^  be  effected.  I  believe 
that  the  cost  of  converting  pail  closets  to  the  waste  water 
(tipper)  S3^stem  would  not  average  more  than  £\  per  closet, 
and  that  the  average  cost  to  newly  erect  such  a  closet  would 
be  about  30s.  more  than  to  newly  erect  a  pail  closet. 

We  also  collected  and  destro3Ted  264  stones  of  bad  fish  ; 
257  lbs.  unsound  beef  (Tuberculosis)  ;  and  the  carcases  of 
53  pigs  (Swine  Fever) ;  84  dogs  (Rabies  and  Muzzling 
Orders) ;  and  1  cat ;  also  39  mattresses,  4  beds,  and  2 
pillows. 
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STREET  CREANSING. 

The  following  figures  will  give  some  idea  of  the  w7ork 
done  in  this  department  during  the  year :  — 

Sweepings  collected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2226  loads. 

Water  used  for  street  watering  and  cleansing  2717  ,, 

Snow  removed  ..  ..  ..  ..1813  „ 

Sand  and  ashes  put  on  streets  .  .  . .  526  „ 

The  above  2717  loads  of  water  represent  about  760,760 
gallons  used  by  water  carts  only.  By  the  use  of  machine 
brushes  and  water  carts  wTe  find  that  a  great  quantity  of 
water  is  saved  and  much  better  work  done  than  by  the  use 
of  stand  pipes  and  hose. 

The  emptying  of  all  street  gully  pans  in  both  public 
and  private  paved  streets  is  undertaken  by  your  work-  • 
men,  but  all  blocked  street  gully  drains  are  opened  and 
cleansed  by  the  Highways  Department,  who  also  undertake 
the  cleansing  of  all  public  streets  and  roadways  that  are 
not  paved,  and  the  cleansing  of  gullies  in  such  unpaved 
streets  or  roads.  Your  Committee  undertake  the  cleansing 
of  paved  public  streets  and  roadways  only. 


SRAUGHTER-HOUSES  AND  MEAT 
INSPECTION. 

We  have  13  Registered  Slaughter-houses  and  2 
Ricensed  Slaughter-houses  in  the  extended  Borough.  All 
are  regularly  and  frequently  visited,  as  much  time  as 
possible  being  devoted  to  this  work.  One  side  of  Beef  and 
eleven  pieces  of  Meat  affected  with  Tuberculosis  wrere 
seized,  and  by  Justices’  Orders,  destroyed  during  the  year. 
The  person  upon  whose  premises,  and  in  whose  possession 
this  diseased  meat  was  found  was  called  before  your 
Committee,  but  was  excused  from  legal  proceedings,  and 
his  written  apolog}^  accepted.  The  extraordinary  action  of 
the  Jury  of  Butchers  in  this  matter,  led  your  Committee,  by 
an  unanimous  vote,  to  reprimand  them  for  their  conduct, 
and  to  dispense  with  their  services  in  future,  and  a  circular 
(a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  Report)  drawing 
attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Tuberculosis  w7as  printed  and  circulated  amongst  the 
Butchers  of  the  Borough. 
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As  it  has  been  stated  on  behalf  of  the  Butchers’ 
Association,  that  the  Jury  system  is  in  operation  with 
satisfactory  results  in  other  towns,  and  as  you  are  pressed 
to  re-establish  a  “Jury,”  I  have  addressed  enquiries  to 
Inspectors  of  towns  and  cities  where  it  has  been  stated 
such  Juries  are  in  existence,  and  beg  to  submit  for  your 
information  the  replies  received  : — 

Bradford . — “  About  a  dozen  years  ago  a  Jury  of 
Butchers  was  elected  to  assist  the  officers  in  doubtful  cases, 
but  hitherto  their  services  have  not  been  required.” 

Leeds . — “  A  Jury  was  appointed  15  years  ago.  We 
never  consult  them.” 

Sheffield. — Dr.  Harvey  Littlejohn,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  says  : — “  We  have  no  Jury  of  Butchers,  and  in  my 
opinion  no  such  Jury  is  necessary.” 

Dr.  Theodore  Thompson,  late  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  Sheffield,  replying  to  similar  enquiries  in  1890, 
said: — “Some  years  ago  there  was  a  Jury  of  Butchers. 
This  institution  has,  however,  lapsed,  and  now  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  officials  alone  decide  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  meat 
for  human  food.  I  am  strongly  opposed  to  the  system  of 
employing  a  Jury  of  Butchers.  They  are  biassed  by  the 
interests  of  trade,  and  are,  further,  usually  unable  to 
conceive  that  meat,  which  appears  to  the  eye,  the  nose,  and 
the  touch  sound,  can  be  unfit  for  food.” 

Liverpool. — “  Meat  is  always  dealt  with  as  prescribed 
by  the  Public  Health  Act.  To  allow  a  Jury  of  Butchers  to 
usurp  the  functions  of  the  Magistrate  would  be  too  absurd.” 

Halifax. — “The  butchers  made  a  request  for  a  Jury  of 
Butchers  to  be  formed  some  years  ago,  but  the  Health 
Committee  declined  to  comply  with  their  request.  My 
advice  is — Don’t  have  a  Jury  of  Butchers.  Why  should 
they  decide  their  own  cases  ?  Let  them  go  into  court  the 
same  as  other  people.” 

Derby. — “  Our  Sanitary  Authority  act  entirely  as  they 
like,  through  their  officials,  without  any  regard  to  the 
‘  Butchers’  Defence  Association,’  which  in  other  words 
means,  ‘  Sanitary  Officers  and  Public  Health  Opposition 
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Association.’  In  practice  we  find  it  better  to  be  entirely 
free  from  private  butchers,  who  are  always  in  the  run  with 
their  comrades  in  trade,  and  hang  to  them  instead  of  to  the 
Sanitary  Authority  or  the  protection  of  the  public  health.” 

From  Manchester,  Salford,  Nottingham,  Middlesbrough, 
Darlington,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  Wakefield,  similar  re¬ 
plies,  all  stating  that  no  Jury  is  in  existence,  have  been 
received. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1894,  AND 
THE  RABIES  ORDER,  1895. 

The  execution  of  the  numerous  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  have  once  more  provided  me  with  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  work,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following- 
figures  : — 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1895. — There  were  39  suspected 
outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever,  during  the  year,  necessitating  the 
service  of  259  notices  upon  pig  keepers.  Copies  of  these 
notices  were,  as  required  by  the  Order,  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police.  53 
pigs  either  died  or  were  slaughtered  whilst  suffering  from 
the  disease,  and  were  either  burnt  or  buried  by  my  staff. 

Sheepseab  Order,  1895. — We  had  two  outbreaks  of 
Sheepscab  affecting  12  sheep  only.  The  first  outbreak 
occurred  at  Utley  in  November,  and  the  second  at  the 
Corporation  Sewage  Farm  in  December. 

Anthrax  Order,  1895. — Two  cows  died  of  Anthrax,  one 
at  Utley  in  November,  and  the  other  at  Whin  Knowle  in 
December.  The  provisions  of  the  Anthrax  Order  as  to 
burial  of  the  carcases,  and  disinfection,  limewashing  and 
cleansing  of  the  premises  were  strictly  observed. 

Rabies  Order,  1895. — The  following  cases  of  Rabies 
were  reported  during  the  year  : — 2  in  January,  1  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  2  in  March,  and  2  in  July.  Total,  7  dogs. 

The  Muzzling  Regulations  made  011  the  8th  day  of 
May,  1894,  remained  in  force  until  the  24th  day  of  May, 
1895,  when  new  regulations  were  made  under  the  Rabies 
Order  of  1895,  and  these  remained  in  operation  at  the  end 
of  the  year  under  review. 
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Mr.  Benjamin  Grayson,  Superintendent  of  Police,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  particulars  with  respect  to 
the  number  of  dogs  seized  and  persons  proceeded  against, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  before-mentioned  Muzzling 
Regulations  : — 


Be  DOGS. 

January  ist  to  December  31st,  1895. 


Dogs  registered  at  end  of  year  .  .  . .  404 

Number  seized  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

,,  destroyed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39 

,,  restored  to  owner  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  persons  reported  and  proceeded  against : — 

Reported  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  106 

Proceeded  against  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  82 

Pined. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  78 

Ordered  to  pay  costs  only  .  .  .  .  2 

Dismissed  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


In  addition  to  the  above,  a  number  of  dogs  were 
destroyed  at  the  request  of  their  owners. 

(Signed,) 

Bknjamin  Grayson, 

Superintendent  of  Police. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

We  have  now  upon  the  Register  27  Cowkeepers,  57 
Purveyors  of  Milk,  and  1  Dairyman.  We  had  no  applica¬ 
tions  for  Registration  during  the  year,  but  there  will  be  a 
number  to  place  on  the  Register  during  the  next  year  in 
consequence  of  the  Borough  Extension. 


petroeeum  acts. 

11  firms  were  licensed  to  store  Petroleum,  in  quantities 
varying  from  1  to  250  gallons  each. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  following  list  will  shew  the  number  of  Registered 
Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  with  the  number 
of  Rodgers  each  house  is  registered  to  accommodate  : — 

No.  i  Jas.  Hargreaves,  Hanover  Street  .  .  .  .  36 

,,  2  D.  Dagostino,  High  Street  .  .  .  .  10 

,,  3  Wm.  Harrison,  Turkey  and  Leeds  Streets  18 
,,  4  Wignall  and  Anderton,  13,  Turkey  Street  1S9 


,,  5  Joseph  Dawson,  Cabbage  House  .  .  .  .  33 

,,  6  Mrs.  Bartlett,  High  Street  .  .  .  .  20 

,,  7  ,,  Baptist  Square  .  .  .  .  37 

,,  8  Albert  Kolterman,  Allison  Square  .  .  .  .  54 

,,  9  Stephen  Tatham,  Sun  Street  .  .  .  .  10 

,,  10  Frederick  Crawley,  Mill  Street  .  .  .  .  59 

,,  11  George  Parke,  Leeds  Street  .  .  .  .  87 


Total  accomodation  553 


One  Common  Lodging  House  (Wood’s,  35,  Long  Croft), 
with  accomodation  for  11  persons,  has  been  discontinued 
during  the  year. 

No.  10  in  the  above  list  calls  for  special  mention,  by 
reason  of  the  very  dilapidated  state  of  the  premises,  and 
the  furnishing  thereof.  With  this  exception,  the  Common 
Lodging  Houses  are  kept  in  a  cleanly  and  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 


CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

With  your  permission  I  would  respectfully  suggest : — 

1st.  That  Clay,  or  other  matter  under  that  name,  be 
not  longer  tolerated  as  a  jointing  medium  for  new  drains  : 
that  all  such  new  drains  be  laid  and  jointed  in  neat  Cement, 
under  strict  supervision,  and  that  no  new  building  be 
certified  as  fit  for  habitation  unless  and  until  the  drains 
thereof  have  been  certified  to  have  been  so  constructed. 
I  make  this  recommendation  by  reason  of  the  number  of 
complaints  annually  received  of  such  recently  constructed 
drains  leaking  into  cellars  and  foundations,  thereby  causing 
grave  danger  to  health,  and  entailing  considerable 
expenditure  in  reconstruction. 
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2nd.  That  Bye-Taws  be  made  pursuant  to  sec.  113  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  regulating  the  following 
trades,  viz.  : — 

Tripe  Boiling, 

Gut  Scraping, 

Tanneries,  and 
Tallow  and  Fat  Melting. 


The  before  mentioned  section  provides  as  follows  : — 

“  Any  Urban  Authorit}^  may  from  time  to  time  make 
Bye-Taws  with  respect  to  any  offensive  trades  established 
writh  their  consent  either  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this 
Act  in  order  to  prevent  or  diminish  the  noxious  or 
injurious  effects  thereof.” 

I  again  beg  to  thank  my  assistant  (Mr.  Wm.  Mitchell) 
for  his  very  valuable  help,  which  has  most  materially 
assisted  me  in  carrying  out  the  various  and  ever  increasing 
duties  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WITTIAM  C.  HATTER* 


v 
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BOROUGH  OF  KEIGHLEY. 

— - - - 

Town  Clerk’s  Office, 

Keighrey, 

i  8th  October,  1895. 

Sir, 

TUBERGULOSIS. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Keighley  Town 
Council  desire  me  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuberculosis,  which  was 
presented  to  Parliament  on  April  22nd  last. 

A  summary  of  the  Report  and  recommendations  of 
the  Commission,  with  respect  to  meat  derived  from  tuber- 
culous  animals,  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  the  Sanitary 
Committee  desire  it  to  be  known  that  they  have  instructed 
their  officers  to  seize  all  carcases  of  animals  affected  with 
generalized  Tuberculosis,  and  also  to  seize  any  portion  of  a 
carcase  affected  with  localized  Tuberculosis,  which  has  not 
been  properly  dressed,  and  which  may  be  exposed  for  sale, 
or  deposited  in  any  place  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  or  of 
preparation  for  sale,  and  intended  for  the  food  of  man,  and 
that  legal  proceedings  will  be  instituted  against  the  person 
or  persons  to  whom  the  same  belongs,  or  did  belong,  at  the 
time  of  exposure  for  sale,  or  in  whose  possession,  or  on 
whose  premises  the  same  may  be  found. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  BURR, 


Town  Clerk. 


Abstract  of  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 

Tuberculosis. 

PRESENTED  TO  PARLIAMENT  22nd  APRIL,  1895. 


- - - 

A  Royal  Commission  was  appointed  on  15th 
November,  1894,  “to  enquire  and  report  what  is  the  effect, 
if  any,  of  food  derived  from  tuberculous  animals  on 
human  health,  and,  if  prejudicial,  what  are  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  conditions  with  regard  to  the  tuberculosis  in 
the  animal  which  produce  that  effect  upon  man.” 

The  Commission  report  that  “  Experiments  were  made 
“  by  feeding  different  kinds  of  animals  upon  (1)  tuber- 
“  culous  meat ;  and  (2)  healthy  meat  smeared  with  the 
“  knife  used  in  cutting  up  the  tuberculous  meat.”  As  to 
the  result  of  these  experiments  the  Commission  report  on 
the  22nd  April,  1895  : — 

“We  have  obtained  ample  evidence  that  food  derived 
“  from  tuberculous  animals  can  produce  tuberculosis  in 
“  healthy  animals.  As  regards  man,  we  must  believe  that 
“  any  person  who  takes  tuberculous  matter  into  the  body 
“  as  food  incurs  risk  of  acquiring  tuberculous  disease. 

“  This  tuberculous  matter  is  found  principally  in  the 
“  organs  of  the  animals  :  as  a  rule,  most  abundantly  in  the 
“  lungs,  lymphatic  glands,  and  serous  membranes,  but 
“  often  in  the  liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  intestines,  and  other 
“  structures.  To  a  practised  eye,  it  is  hardly  possible  that 
“  tuberculous  matter  in  these  organs  can  escape  detection. 

Yet  there  is  always  a  difficulty  in  making  sure  of  the 
“  absence  of  tuberculous  matter  from  any  part  of  a  carcase 
“  that  shows  evidence  of  tubercle  elsewhere. 

“  There  is  the  probability  of  the  meat  becoming 
“  contaminated  from  the  actual  tuberculous  lesions  present 
“  in  other  parts  of  the  carcase,  and  conveyed  from  thence 
“  to  the  proper  meat  substance  b}^  the  hands,  knives,  and 
“  cloths  of  the  butcher  during  the  processes  of  flaying  and 
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“  dressing.  With  generalized  tuberculosis  this  danger 
“  would  increase,  since  so  many  parts  of  the  bod}^  are 
“  affected  with  the  disease,  and  the  greater  the  amount  of 
“  tubercle,  the  more  likely  is  the  sticky  caseous  matter  to 
“  get  smeared  over  the  carcase.” 

As  a  result  of  their  experiments  and  investigations  the 
Commission  recommend  that : — 

“The  operations  of  slaughter  and  dressing  should  be 
“  done  under  skilled  supervision,  with  the  object  of  secur- 
“  ing  the  removal  and  destruction  of  every  part  of  a 
“  carcase  that  contained  any  tubercle  whatever,  and  also 
“  the  destruction  of  the  whole  carcase  in  cases  where  the 
“  animal  was  found  to  have  advanced  or  generalized 
“  tuberculosis.” 


■ 
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